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Joseph Dorsey, assistant professor of environmental policy, has been selected as a Coastal
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Gulf of Mexico Alliance.
As an ambassador, Dorsey will support efforts to engage and work with Florida’s vulnerable
populations, populations along the Gulf Coast that pose the greatest risk of environmental
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“I hope that through this position I can use my expertise and resources to reach beyond the
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classroom,” Dorsey said. “The Gulf of Mexico Alliance is a powerful network of state agencies
working on behalf of the Gulf’s future. I’m honored to be a part of it.”
Dorsey attended the annual conference of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance in August; over the next
year he will attend meetings and offer advice on state programs that focus on communicating
environmental impact risks to underrepresented communities. He will participate in discussions

Three Recent Graduates Begin PhD
Programs in the Fall
Students Host Hands Across the
Sand Site
Walters Creates Center for
Scientists and the Mass Media

on regional evacuation planning and serve as a consultant within a network of professionals
working on issues surrounding the Gulf.
Civic engagement has been an important part of his courses on environmental policy and his
role as an ambassador may create involvement opportunities for students.
“When students come to USFSP, they don’t just listen to lectures, they’re engaged,” Dorsey
said. “We’re connected to the community, the community is connected to us. Our borders are
porous and there is constant movement.”
Dorsey’s teaching focuses on environmental policy and its implications at local, regional,
national and global levels. His research interests include: brownfield redevelopment and
greenfield protection; resource use and environmental degradation in developed and
developing nations; corporate environmental decision-making for pollution management
effectiveness and eco-efficiency; and empowering communities to participate more effectively
in sustainable development initiatives.
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